had kicked away a corner of the mound and exposed the coffin.
It occurred to me, as I took some of the stones from the calm,
and heaped them so as to repair the breach, that had the miracle
been the work of a body of men, they would have moved the
one grave instead of the many. Even from a supernatural point
of view, it seemed strange that the sinner should have banished
the elect, when, by their superior numbers, they might so much
more easily have banished him.
It was almost dark when I left the spot After a walk of half
a mile, I recrossed the water by a bridge, and returned to the
farmhouse in which I lodged. Here, finding that I had had enough
of solitude, I only stayed to take a cup of tea. Then I went to
Father Hickey's cottage.
Kate was alone when I entered- She looked up quickly as I
opened the door, and turned away disappointed when she re-
cognized me.
"Be generous for once,9* I said. "I have walked about aimlessly
for hours in order to avoid spoiling the beautiful afternoon for
you by my presence. When the sun was up I withdrew my
shadow from your path. Now that darkness has fallen, shed
some light on mine. May I stay half an hour?"
"You may stay as long as you like, of course. My uncle will
soon be home. He is clever enough to talk to you.'9
"What! More sarcasms! Come, Miss Hickey, help me to
spend a pleasant evening. It will only cost you a smile. I am
somewhat cast down. Four Mile Water is a paradise; but without
you, it would be-a little lonely."
"It must be very lonely for you. I wonder why you came
here."
"Because I heard that the women here were all Zerlinas, like
you, and the men Masettos, like Mr Phil—where are you going
to?"
"Let me pass, Mr Legge. I had intended never speaking to
you again after the way you went on about Mr Langan today;
and I wouldnt either, only my uncle made me promise not to
take any notice of you, because you were—no matter; but, I
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